
 
Stormfield, circa 1909. The house was built 
in 1908 on 248 acres in Redding, 
Connecticut. Twain died there in 1910. It 
burned to the ground in 1924, but the new 
owner chose to base its reconstruction on 
the original plan. Designed by the son of 
close Twain-friend, William Dean Howells, 
the italianate villa sits on the original 
foundation. Its present owners claim a 
bedroom suite at the back of the house is 
haunted by Twainʼs ghost. The only person 
who uses the rooms is Twain impersonator 
Alan Kitty.

Alan Kitty was asked to Emcee a dinner party in Redding CT at Stormfield. Three days 
prior to the event, the host asked him to create a scenario for a Murder Mystery based 
on a thousand caret tear-shaped diamond. 

He remembered a story about a Rhode Island Privateer named Thomas Tew. In 1690, 
Tew sailed around the Horn of South Africa into the Indian Ocean to capture an Indian 
ship laden with jewels. He succeeded and retired in Bermuda until 1695, when he 
disappeared from the historical record. Kitty as Twain recounts how the diamond came 
into his possession in Bermuda two hundred years later. 

But as his story ends, the power flickers, the lights go out, and the diamond disappears. 
A shot is fired. When the power returns, the butler is found dead on the floor. So begins 
the “Stormfield Diamond Murder Mystery,” an audience-participation dinner show.

To arrange for Twain to emcee this event in your venue or for your fundraiser, call 
908-310-2117 or email us at marktwain.ajk@gmail.com.

For testimonials, reviews and articles about Kittyʼs work as Twain go to:

www.marktwainslaststand.com/testimonials.html .

We try to accommodate all requests, but some dates are not available. It is a good idea 
to book as far in advance as possible. Start the process by completing and submit the 
form at www.marktwainslaststand.com/booking.html .

For more information, call 908-310-2117 or email us at marktwain.ajk@gmail.com .
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